Sky Knowledge: Caring for
Country from Above
Worksheets:




NS Australian Birds /)

Australian birds are stubborn when it comes to nesting! They nest at a similar time every year. Seeing a
certain bird nesting can link with key changes in weather and the seasons and can help us mark what time of year it is.

o

FEChfslaz sl Crimson Rosella Sulphur-Crested Cockatoo Flame Robin  Yellow Tailed Black-Cockatoo  Zebra Finch
June-January September-January August- January August -February October-May October-April

Purple Swamphen  Eastern Great Egret Royal Spoonbill Magpie-lark Malleefowl  Red Tailed Black Cockatoo
July-December March-May October-March August -February August- April March-September

-
g L x5

Emu‘. Black-Shouldered Kite Black Swan Spotted Pardalote Noisy Miner

Powerful Owl
June-November June-January June-December

April- September April- August April-December

&

' Wedge-tailed Eagle Australian Magpie /Eastern Rosellé\

White Bellied Sea Eagle Australian Ravenlcrow)  Whistling Kite
July- October July-October July-November June-November August-October August - December

tober
A / ‘e
™ <

Rainbow Lorikeet Willy Wagtail Australian Ibis Galah White Faced Heron  Laughing Kookaburra
August-December ~ August-December  June-November July-November ~ September-December ~ September-December

December

a sy
Peregrine Falcon =~ Welcome Swallow  Tawny Frogmouth Brolga Superb Fairy-wren Magpie Goose

August-November  August-December  August-December August-December  September-December Augest-December

© Habitat Warriors - All Rights Reserved. This material is for class use only. It must not be copied, shared, or distributed without permission from the creator.



Name Date

Choose a bird from the poster and draw your bird as a star constellation

Example:

White bellied sea eagle
Nest: July-October
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Indicators of the sky

Name Date

Choose a bird from the poster and draw your bird as a star constellation
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Indicators of the sky

Name Date

Choose a bird from the poster that nests during your birthday month.
Draw your bird as a star constellation
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Indicators of the sky

Use these questions to help you to brainstorm why your bird is important to Country

What species is your bird? E.g. White Bellied Sea Eagle

What hame do you give your bird? E.g. Blaze

What sort of behaviours does your bird do? E.g a warrior and protector

Whuy is your bird important to you? E.g. When | was little a pair use to nest around the lake near where | grew up
What time of year does your bird nest? E.g. April-December

How could seeing your bird in the night sky help someone? E.g. If someone was lost in the bush

Does your star constellation have any coloured stars to represent your bird? E.g It only has white stars to represent the white eagle
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Wurundjeri Seven Seasons
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THE WURUNDJERI SEASONS
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Indicators of the sky

Name Date

Draw your bird nesting and your star constellation in a real-world scenario. Get creative and include the
seasonal calendars in your drawing - you can even include yourself!
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Name: Date

Emu in the night sky

Wurundjeri Country

Emu in the Sky is sitting down from March to May in Wurundjeri country

Emu in the Sky is running from June to September in Wurundjeri country

Use the Wurundjeri Seven Seasons calendar to name these seasons.

a. March to May.

b, June to September.

2. Use the Wurundjeri Seven Seasons calendar to draw what is happening with plants
and wildlife from March to May (before the emu eggs are ready).
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Quiz questions )

1) Which animal lays its eggs only on a full moon?

(A) Turtle
(B) Kangaroo
(C) Nightjar
(D) Emu

2) Where can you see the Emu in the Night Sky?

(A) Mars
(B) The stars
(C) Milky way

3) What does the Emu in the Sky help us to know?

(A) When to plant crops
(B) When to fish
(C) When to collect Emu eggs

5) First Nations people can predict which fish to catch by looking at the Moon.

(A) True
(B) False

6) Which animal is more active in a new moon cycle?

(A) Dingo
(B) Fox
(C) Bat

7) Has there ever been First Nations tribes that use the stars and moon to hunt?

(A)Yes
(B) No

8) Which culture was the first astronomers in the world?

(A) First Nations
(B) Maori
(C) The Greeks

9) What do the Brolgas in the night sky tell us?

(A) Migration and breeding times
(B) Hunting and fishing

(C) When to get married

(D) All of the above

10) Which animal uses the full moon to hunt?

(A) Barn Owl
(B) Frog

(C) Snake

(D) Mallee Fowl

11) Otchocut the Murray Cod has which three star colours?

(A) Yellow, silver and green
(B) White silver and green
(C) Red, blue and green

(D) White, gold and yellow
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